
Depth & Complexity Questions 

“The Best of Times” 

Elements of D & C & Content Imperatives:  Example questions 

Details: 
Who, What, When, Where, and 

Why 
These are the small things that make a   

big difference! 

Who were the political leaders during this 
decade? 
 
What are some distinguishing events that 
make this era memorable? 

Language of the 
Disciplines: 
 

Vocabulary, common terms, phrases and 
descriptions of the structure 

What specialized vocabulary is associated with 
this time period? 
 
What field-specific words or phrases need to 
be defined for your audience? 

Patterns: 
Problems or solutions that repeat 

What are some reoccurring patterns you see 
throughout this time period? 
 
 

Trends: 
Repetition driven by forces or 

influences 

What are some significant tendencies specific 
to the decade? 
 
How did one development lead to another as 
the decade evolved? 

Unanswered 
Questions: 
Knowledge changes 

These are things you want to know or things 
not found or proven yet. 

What questions do you still wonder about this 
time period? 
 
 

Rules: 
Structure, Order, 

Hierarchy, Explanation 

What were some new laws or structures put 
into place during this time period? 
 
 

Ethical Issues 
Debate and Controversy 

What dilemmas or controversies are 
associated with the time period?   
 
What were the positive/negative effects of the 
decade? 



Over Time: 

Change 

What changes took place during this time 
period? 
 
 

Different Points of 
View: 
 

Perspectives from different people and places 

How do different people feel about this time 
period? 
 
Why do they like/dislike it? 
 

Big Idea: 
 

 
Your overarching statement…All of your notes 
and research should lead up to answering this 

question! 

Big Idea Statement: 
 
How did this time in history impact the world 
we live in today? 
Why could this decade be considered the best 
of times? 
 

Across the  
Disciplines: 

 
 

Think globally – how 
did this decade impact the 

world historically, socially, and economically… 
 

 
How did this decade affect various industries 
and groups of people?  (Think artists, 
musicians, athletes, scholars, etc.) 
 

Origin: 
How things got started or began… 

 
 
Goes along with details… 

What was the first significant event that 
marked this time period?   

Contribution: 
The benefit or affect of some action or 
attribute. 

   
Goes along with perspectives and rules… 
 

How did living during this time period impact 
the people who lived through it? 
 
 



Parallel: 
How areas of study share common 

characteristics. 
 
 
 
Goes along with across disciplines 

What other time period is similar to the one 
you are studying?  List commonalities and 
explain. 
   
 

Convergence: 
How ideas meet to form a new or different 
idea. 

 
 
Goes along with trends  

What from previous decades most impacted 
the time period? 
 
How did your decade influence the times that 
followed? 

Paradox: 
How things simultaneously can pose opposing 
or contradictory ideas. 

 
 
(Goes along with ETHICAL ISSUES) 
 

Are there contradictions or illogical factors 
that are associated with this time period? 
 
How could this decade be considered both 
good and bad? 
 

 


